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Marr. ix. 37, 38. Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly 
great, but the laborers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he will send forth laborers into his harvest. j 


Tue history of the world in all ages exhibits the extended prevalence 

of ignorance and error, of sin and misery. ‘The mind of the philanthropist 
, feels oppressed with the contemplation, and naturally inquires, Shall this 
, state of things always continue? Will the time never arrive when truth, 
t and holiness, and peace shall pervade the earth? Philosophy, falsely so 
2 called, has speculated on the perfectibility of human nature, while in infidel 
rejection of truths the most simple and sacred, she has ministered by her 
spirit and by her instructions to the pride and corruption of our 
The legitimate fruit of her theories and of her practical influence, ap 
in that harvest of pollution and wo, which is still vivid in the remembrance 
of many. The humble Christian, whatever may be for the present his 
griefs and disappeintments, cherishes the confidence that a brighter scene 
will yet be unfolded through the world ; a scene of blissful reality, succeed- 
ing the darkness and depravity which now abound. He believes that this 
will be accomplished through the word of divine truth. He believes this, 
because this truth is precisely adapted to the state and wants of -humagf 
nature, as it unfolds the true character of God and man, reyeals.the way 
of salvation, prescribes a perfect rule of duty, and is accompanied by an 
influence adequate to subdue the heart and life to holy obedj He 
believes this, because numerous instances are presented of its, 
renovating the heart and character, and thus becoming the “ wis 
power of God unto salvation.” He believes this, in view of the, 
and emphatic promises of Him who is infinitely true and faithful. Promises’ 
like the following remain to be fulfilled, and claim and deserve the Chris- 
/ tian’s faith and hope :—* And it shall come to pass in the last days, that 
t the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established on the tops of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills, and all nations shall flow 
unto it.” “The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see - 
it together, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” “For from the 
rising of the sun unto the going down of the same, my name shall be great 
among the Gentiles ; and in every place incense shall be cffered unto my ‘* 
name, and a pure offering.” “ And the seventh angel sounded, and there 
were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign for 
ever and ever.” The Christian believes this, because the er, for his 
obedience unto death, is promised “the heathen for his imheritance, and 
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the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession.” Jesus now sees of the’ 
travail of his soul in the victories of his grace among men; and the full 
fruit ‘of that travail will be enjoyed when the earth shall be rendered tribu- 
tary to his glory, and filled with his salvation. or this purpose, exalted 
as Mediator, he has authority in heaven and on earth, and rules in the king- 
dom of providence, as well as grace, rendering all events subservient to the 
fulfilment of his counsels, and to the final and universal diffusion of his 
kingdom, which is “ righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” 
The ministry of the Gospel is the great instrument for accomplishing these 
results. “Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power.” “ The 
Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion ; rule thou in the midst 
of.thine-cnemics.” “ When he ascended on high, he led captivity captive, 
and gave gifts unto men. And he gave some apostles, and some prophets, 
and some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers.” Jn organizing his 
ehurch, he has committed (if we may 80 speak) into her own bosom the 
principle of her perpetuity and universal triumph. From the faithful dis- 
charge of the trust committed to her, under the blessing of God, stability 
and enlargement will assuredly result. ‘The words of our text were spoken 

y Jesus to his disciples as he contemplated the multitudes destitute of the 
means of religious instruction. “ He was moved with compassion on them 
because they fainted, and were as sheep without a shepherd.” The com- 
passion that dwelt in the heart of Jesus is not foreign to the hearts of his 
people, for they are of one spirit with him. ‘The text, 

L Presents AN ARGUMENT FOR MISSIONARY EFFORTS. “ The harvest 
truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few.” 

II. Urnces a DUTY IN REFERENCE To THEM. “ Pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest.” 

I. An argument for missionary efforts. “ ‘The harvest truly is plenteous, 
but the laborers are few.” ‘This harvest will be gathered when the Christian 
a ae shall unjversally prevail. It is well denominated great in view of, 

‘1. The field which it will cover. 

2. The blessings it conveys. 

3. The instrumentality it requires. 

4. The means and prospects now furnished by Providence. 

1. It is crea’ in view of the field which it will cover. “ The field is the 
world.” As yet Christianity has extended its influence to but a small part 
Of thet¢garth ; and where that influence has been found, it has been partial 
in its ¢hatacter. Here and there a spot has appeared in some degree ver- 
dant, amid a surrounding, wide-spread, arid desert. But this desert in all 
its extent will be cultivated and rendered fruitful. All obstacles will be 
overcome, and the whole earth exhibit the triumphs of truth. Benighted, 
degraded, and oppressed Africa shall become enlightened, elevated, and 
disenthralled ;—the wall of China (like that of Jericho) shall fall at the 
sound of the Gospel ;—the castes of the Hindoos shall be broken, and one 
bond in the faith and service of Christ shall unite them ;—the Heathen 
shall-every where cast their idols to the moles and to the bats, and worship 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent ;—the worship of 
the false prophet shall cease, and the pure light and peaceful influence of 
Christianity shall spread over the regions where now Mohammedism 
exerts its sway ;=—the isles shall receive the law of the Lord ;—all the 
perversions of the religion of Jesus shall be removed, and the truth shall 
be received in love, and exhibit its fruits wherever professed‘! Then shall 
be realized 


“ Scenes surpassing fable, 
Yet true !—scenes of accomplish’d bliss !” 
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%. ‘The harvest is creat in view of its many blessings. The ana 
Christ blesses the life which now is, and prepares for happiness i in the e 
come. It exalts the intellectual character of man. It restorés hey bal iy 
and harmony in the intellectual and moral powers of man, w hich pra ing 
important in the proper cultivation of both. It corrects those rejudices, 
and subdues those corruptions which prevent the investigation and pee 
of truth. Its truths, when rightly viewed, come home to the duty, inter 
and affections of all; and claim among the many proofs of their ‘vine ori 
gin, their wonderful adaptation to the character and wants of It was 
at first a peculiar distinction of the Gospel that it was * preached to the 
poor,” and it will ever remain so; while it is the only source of spiritu 
instruction, and can alone instil that influence which will lead to men 
cultivation in the mass of the people. Where the Gospel is not known or 
embraced, whatever intellectual culture may exist among a privileged few, 
the multitude will be found in ignorance and degradation. ‘The spirit 
Christianity has wrought itself into the frame of civil government, and in 
connection with the diffusion of its light and power, we trace the existefite, 
growth, and stability of civil and religious liberty. The religion of the 
Gospel refines and purifies the social affections, hallows the domesti¢ 
scene, and while it dries up the sources of defilement and bitterness, it 
opens springs of pure and refreshing peace and joy in the various relations 
of life. ‘Take the map of the world, and select those countries where Pas 
ganism, Mohammedism, and Popery bear sway, and let the following i ins 
quiries receive an answer. Are knowledge and intellectual cultivation 
nerally diffused? Are civil and religious liberty enjoyed? Is the female 
character elevated and respected? Are the duties of domestic life dis- 
charged, and its delights mutually participated Do purity and peace per- 
vade the comminity? The negative to these i inquiries appears in full view, 
As we take the contrast, and mark the countries where the Bible ‘has shed 
its influence, we discover the blessings adverted to all following in the trains 

But the religion of Christ sustains its distinguishing and commanding 
value as a revelation of truth and grace, and as the great instrument of our 
deliverance from everlasting death, ‘The truths peculiar to it respect man’s 
fallen and ruined state ; redemption through the atoning merits of the divine 
Savior; the regenerating and sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit ist 
restoring to that holiness “ without which no man shall see the 
These trutlis, and others immediately connected with them, constitute | 
vitality of the religion of the Gospel. Without them its glory depar 
influence ceases, and spiritual death continues to prevail. Under their i 
fluence the sinner, awakened and renewed, returns in penitence to 
God ; gratefully embraces the salvation which is in Christ Jesus; takes 
up feebly yet sweetly the song of redeeming love; cultivates. purity of 
heart and life, and devotes himself, in reliance upon divine strength, to active 
exertions for the promotion of the divine glory, and the best interests of his . 
fellow-men. These are the truths which give life to benevolent effort in 
seeking the spiritual and eternal welfare of men. When they are not cors 
dially embraced, the wants of men as sinners, and the value of the remedy 
provided, cannot be duly estimated, and an awakened interest and cordial 
and efficient co-operation in the cause of missions cannot be expected, 
The history of the church clearly shows, that whenever they have been 
denied or kept out of sight, there has been an indifference to the spiritual . 
wants and interests of men, and the cause of missions has languished or 
died. In the first age of Christianity, the doctrine of Jesus "Christ and him 
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crucified, “to the Jew a stumblingblock, and to the Greck foolishness,” 
proved the wisdom of God and the power of God to salvation to every one 
that believed; and so it has proved in every age. In recent missions we 
find the value and efficacy of these truths witnessed by their success in 
elevating character, promoting order and happiness, and preparing sinners 
for heaven. The lapse of a few years has exhibited in the South Sea 
Islands, the seat of British and American foreign missions, a very signal 
and convincing contrast in the state of knowledge, social and civil order, 
domestic purity and happiness, and true religion. The wisdom of the 
world reiterates the assertion, that it is vain to attempt to Christianize, unless 
we first civilize Pagan nations—that it is vain to expect their religious 
improvement, unless some steps are previously gained in the process of 
mental culture. Facts refute this theory of infidel wisdom, and evince 
that Christianity, while it inspires the only pure and abiding principle of 
benevolent effort, at the same time alone furnishes the truths which come 
home to the hearts and consciences of men in all ages, ranks, circumstances, 
and characters of life. Divine truth, imparted by Christian missions, has 
proved the great instrument of mental and moral as well as spiritual culture. 
The Moravian brethren, as if studious to select a field most fitted to test 
this point, chose nations most debased in ignorance, superstition, and pol- 
lution, and the result of their labors has furnished decisive evidence in this 
matter. ‘This lovely band of believers have furnished am example worthy 
of imitation by the whole Christian world. In the smallness of their num- 
ber and the feebleness of their resources, they have gone forth in the love’of 
Christ, disregarding toils and sacrifices, and in unwearied devotion to their 
work, delivering the Gospel message in all its simplicity and purity. In 
every place fruit has sprung up, honoring God and blessing man. Had a 
similar spirit prevailed throughout the Christian church, and a correspond- 
ent amount of contributions and efforts been furnished, a far different aspect 
would have been presented. Many a field now desolate would have blos- 
somed as the rose; and many a place now solitary would have been made 
glad. ‘The spirit of the world, whether directed in the form of commercial 
enterprise, literary research, or projects of ambition, can never furnish the 
proper stimulus to benevolent effort. Commerce and science can never 
supply the proper means for curing the moral diseases and woes of men 
dwelling in darkness and sin. Philosophy ministers her lessons in vain, 


and em 8 her efforts without effect. She may irritate, but cannot cure 
“ Leviathan is not so tamed.” 


When the truth of God comes with power from on high, it proves “ a dis- 
eerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart ;” sets men free from the 
bondage of error aud corruption, and places them in the liberty of truth and 
holiness. ‘To learn the greatness of the harvest in the value of its blessings, 
we should contemplate its temporal gain in the contrast of the ignorance, 
error, pollution, vice, and misery, which it removes, with the knowledge, 
purity, peace, and happiness, which it introduces through all the relations and 
conditions of life. And we should contemplate its eternal gain in the con- 
trast of the everlasting loss of the soul in ever-enduring corruption and wo 
under the wrath of God, with its everlasting life to the pardoned, sanctified, 
and saved. When the whole earth becomes filled with divine truth, great 
_ will be the harvest in the magnitude of the blessings thus secured. 

3. The harvest must appear great, in view of the instrumentality it requires. 
The great result is to be accomplished by the faithful use of those means 
which God has’ in his’ wisdom and goodness appointed. As in the natural 
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world, means must be used in preparation for harvest; and, as YY 
the product will correspond to the skill and diligence with which the 
are employed ; 80, also, in the spiritual world, means are equally neces- 
sary ; and a like correspondence in the product will exist. “It pleases God, 
by the foolishness of preaching, to save them that believe.” “How shall 
they hear without a preacher; and how shall they preach except they be 
sent?” God will, indeed, as the latter day glory advances, open more nu- 
merous avenues, and multiply facilities for missionary labors; and will 
more abundantly bless them in the outpouring of his Spirit. But, at the 
same time, he will shed forth his Spirit into the bosom of his ¢hurch, and 
arouse her energies for promoting the work of the Lord, by all the 
means within her province. Zion strengthens her stakes, and length- 
ens her chords at the same time. When the glory of the Lord rises upon 
her, she arises out of the dust, puts on her beautiful garments, and goes 
forth in his strength, and receives abundant increase. ‘The necessity of a 
ministry well qualified in mental, literary, and spiritual endowments, tho- 
roughly trained to become teachers and guides to the flock of Christ, and 
to resist the assaults of every foe, whether secret or open, is evident. The 
character of the ministry, in the gombination of the requisite qualifications 
for the skilful, successful, and devoted discharge of their work, should be 
equally the subject of anxious prayer and diligent attention with the increase 
of their number. A weak, undisciplined ministry may do injury, as well 
as an unsanctified one. ‘The opinion may sometimes have been enter- 
tained and expressed, that the same qualifications are not required in the, 
missionary going among the ignorant and degraded heathen, as in the pastor 
of a Christian flock intelligent and refined. The opinion is very erroneous. 
If, indeed, a distinction is allowed, surely the higher requirements are in 
the case of the missionary. Unaided by the associations and advantages 
which the minister enjoys in Christian society, he goes forth to build, not 
upon another man’s foundation, but as a master-builder, to lay the founda- 
tion. What a combination of qualities are requisite for such laborers; 
sound, disciplined intellect, various knowledge, elevated piety, and much 
acquaintance with human nature ; uniform meekness, unwavering courage, 
and unremitted devotion to his labors of love. 

In advancing the kingdom of Christ, the prejudices, interests, and policy 
of the world rise in opposition. In what various forms, 
power, have they hitherto appeared! What is not required 
go forth to meet the foe, and fight for the cause of truth and ho 
weapons which “are not carnal, but mighty through God.” How plainly 
do we behold verified, in the condition of the world, our Savior’s declara- 
tion, “ The laborers are few.” In our own favored country, while, as we 
hope, 4 new spirit and new efforts are appearing in the church, still what 
exertions are needed to provide and train a supply of ministers adequate 
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to meet the wants of our waste places, our weak and destitute churches, . 


and our rapidly extending population. We cordially greet the efforts em- 


ployed for increasing the number and qualifications of ministers. And 


we call upon the churches for redoubled zeal and activity; for ‘ the har- 
vest is still great, but the laborers are few.” We look over the r egions of 
Christendom, and mark its many and extended wastes and wants. The 
laborers are manifestly “few.” As we look farther, through the heathen 


world, how large and waste is the field ; while, in parts remote from each . 


other, a solitary laborer is found. The regularly ordained missionaries 
from the diffe.ent Christian denominations, among the six bundred millions 
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of heathen in different parts of the world, as far as ascertained, amount to 
about six hundred and fifty, They are in some cases aided by assistants 
and native teachers, Still how emphatically is the harvest great, and the 
laborers few : while some parts of the field are already white for the harvest, 

4, The harvest is great, in view of the means and prospects furnished by 
Providence. God, in advancing his kingdom on earth, prepares the way, in 
arranging the events of his providence, He raises up instruments qualified 
for his work ; and often opens the way before them, as they go forth ecry- 
ing, “ Prepare ye the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a high- 
way for our God.” When the disciples were assembled, on the day of 
Pentecost, waiting for the promise of the Spirit, they were endued with 
power from on high, and the gift of tongues rested upon them. ‘They went 
forth, working miracles as a proof of their divine commission, at the intro- 
duction of the new dispensation ; and with the gift of tongues fulfilling the 
Savior’s injunction when ascending on high, “Go ye and preach the Gos- 
pel to every creature.” How well was this adapted to the times and cir, 
cumstances in which the apostles were placed. When, in subsequent ages, 
the fine gold had become dim, and the glory had departed—when religion 
had become united with the power and policy of state, and converted into 
an; engine of despotism—-when the Bible was confined to a few, and the 
maxim was. enforced, “Ignorance is the mother of devotion”— when 
thick darkness had for centuries brooded over the nations; it pleased God 
signally to prepare the way for the Reformation, ‘The art of printing had 
heen invented; the mariner’s compass was in use; the revival of letters 
had commenced, Luther translated the Bible into German, saying, “ Let 
there be light ;” and the press multiplied its copies, The struggle of the 
Reformation was in a great measure to recover Christianity from human 
usurpation, and to restore it to its rightful Lord. The revival of letters 
furnished means for elucidating the word of God, and clearing it from cor- 
ruptions. In succeeding times the reformed churches fell into a deep slum- 
ber. While they “slept, the enemy sowed tares.” We well remember 
hew plenteously they sprang up. Infidelity presented a bold front, and 
threatened to destroy every thing sacred, In such troublous times the true 
pedple of God were revived in spirit ; and, as they trembled for the ark, 
py over the sins and woes of Zion, poured forth their intercessions, 
ach other, “ Let us rise and build,” the pool which had become 
— pstirred by the Angel of the covenant, and afforded a refreshing 

yi influence, When reviewing the last forty years, we acknow- 
ledge, with admiring gratitude the various institutions of Christian benevo- 
ee which are now in harmonious operation, exerting a mighty maral 
influence, and ishing facilities and means to missionaries before un- 
known, The Bible Society multiplies copies of the Scriptures in the vari. 
ous languages of ies world, and supplies the place of the gift of tongues.— 
It is needless to specify the various forms of Christian charity, which, com- 
mencing with infancy, lays the basis of a scriptural and religious educa. 
tion, and follows man in every course and state of life; and seeks to apply 
the best relief of sin, and want, and wo, 

The efforts of the present day for arresting and turning back that fell 
destroyer, intemperance, which has annually slain its thousands and tens 
of thousands, and which has interposed such formidable obstacles to the 
success of the Gospel, are of incalculable worth. 

The spirit of missions, which characterizes the present period, comnmnaed 
with the revival of religion in the churches, Domestic and foreign missions 
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have grown and strengthened i in connection with the power of religion... The 
era. of foreign efforts. is identified with the prosperity of religion. at, home, 

The events which have recently transpired mark. the . present as! am 
interesting crisis in the history of the world. The Christian will with; care, 
study the page of prophecy, and the movements of Providence, and math 
the light which they mutually shed on each other. ‘Though humbly. cone; 
scious that it is not for him “to know the times and the seasons, which are 
in the Father’s hand,” he will carefully watch the signs of the times, and 
discharge the duties to which Providence invites. By common consent. it 
is universally admitted that the prophetic period of twelve hundred and 
sixty years is drawing to its close, preceding the universal prevalence of 
Christ’s kingdom ih the world. Meanwhile, momentous and. inter 
events must transpire in the civil and ecclesiastical world ; and far mightier 
efforts must be employed by the church. Do we not now perceive the high 
and holy One “shaking not the earth only, but also heaven; that, by the 
removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, those 
things that cannot be shaken may remain?” ‘The Mohammedan er, is 
declining, and “the waters of the Euphrates are drying up.”, ‘Chris- 
tian colonies on the coast of Africa furnish a presage of the entire extinction 
of one of the foulest blots on Christendom, the slave trade ; and the regene- 
ration of long-afilicted and degraded Africa. Papal institutions and govern, 
ments, which have pressed heavily upon the interests of civil and religious 
liberty, are also shaken. Literature, science, and true religion are. extend) 
ing their benign influence. The angel is flying in the midst of heaven, with 
the everlasting Gospel. God is giving proof that his word “shall not ree 
turn void.” ‘The voice of Providence, then, is, “ Arise, shine, for thy, light is 
come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.” Such is the harvests 
great in the extent of its field, in the blessings it conveys, in the instrument, 
ality it requires, and in the means and prospects furnished by Providence; 

Il. The text urges our duty in relation to missionary efforts: “ Pray 
ye the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest,” 

The spirit of the Christian is that of love to Christ and to Zion, his life 
is in sincere and unreserved devotion to his Savior’s glory and Zion's, pros- 
perity. Prayer is his vital breath. In proportionsas his, qwn seul..pros 
pers will intercession constitute a leading part in his addresses4o the throne 
of grace. It should never escape our remembrance, that of thes 
in the summary of prayer furnished us by our Sayior, 
display of his glory and the extension of his kingdom .on 
for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that loye thee,” 
charge of the duty enjoined by our Savior supposes, 

1. That we cherish a deep and constant sense. of our dépendance spon 
divine, grace. 'The.private Christian, in the divine life, “is clothed ahve = 
mility,” lives a life of faith in the Son of God, and seeks continued supplies 
of the grace and help of the Spirit. So the Christian church should always 
be found in the attitude of leaning on her Beloved; and should realize thas 
“all her springs are in God.” “The treasure is in earthen, vessels,;, the 
excelleney of the power is of God.” When this sense of dependence, has 
been lost, and yielded to self-complacency and self-confidence, how often 
has it proved that the very instrumentality which should have promoted: the 
purity and growth of religion has tended to its corruption and decline... How 
many places once beautiful are now desolate. “They said they were en, 
riched with goods ; and they were poor.” As we contemplate the spiritual 
building, whose base is to eover the earth, and whose top shall reach,the 
















THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


104 

heavens, and look forward to the time when the top’ stone shall be laid, 
with shouting, Grace, grace unto it; and at the same time consider the dif- 
freulties that attend the work, the weakness of the instruments employed, 
and the malice and power of opposing foes, we are ready to ask, How can 
this be? A voice from heaven speaks, “ Who art thou, O great mountain? 
before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain. Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit.” Is there not danger lest, in the midst of action, the 
eburch should forget the proper spring of action? Where will be the glory 
and value of the tabernacle, if the ark of the covenant is removed ? 

2. This duty requires habitual and fervent remembrance in our private 
devotions. Love to the Redeemer's cause is not a transient emotion in the 
Christian heart ; but it is a fixed principle and growing habit of soul. “He 
prefers Jerusalem above his chief joy.” He should then be frequent, fer- 
vent, importunate, and persevering in his intercession. Do we not greatly 
fail in this point? How often is Zion forgotten, or remembered only with 
coldness? In this we may find a test of our spiritual state. In asking for 
personal blessings, our deceitful hearts may betray us. When, in freeness 
and enlargement of spirit, we seek the good of Zion, we have the best proof 


that we are born from above. Oh, that from the closets and habitations of 


the rightedas the smoke of incense, in fervent, effectual prayer, may conti- 
nually ascend before the mercy seat, as a sweet-smelling savor unto the Lord. 

8. This duty requires union in Christians.—Addressing his assembled 
disciples, Jesus said, Pray ye. The true disciples of Jesus are united in 
spirit and service. ‘The words of our Savior’s prayer are memorable ; “That 
they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee; that they 
also may be one in us, that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.” 
What Ohristian can be reluctant to engage in a service so delightful and 
animating, as united prayer for the coming pf Christ’s kingdom on earth? 
Who will not say, I will go also? ‘The monthly concert observed by various 
evangelical denominations, is greatly to be valued. Were it to inspire a 
deeper interest, and meet with a more general, punctual, and appropriate 
attendance, the fruits thereof would be manifest in ouy own bosom, and be 
seen spread around us. ‘The first suggestion of a concert similar to this, 
was made to the Américan churches by one (President Edwards) who, 
“being dead-yet speaketh,” in the fruit of his labors, and in his writings 
transmitted to us, and who possessed the rare combination of the acutest 
and intellect, with the most simple and tender piety. His 
treatise Om this subject deserves most careful perusal. “On the day of 
Pentecost, the disciples were with one accord in one place, continuing in’ 
prayer and supplication.” It was there that the Holy Spirit descended upon 
them, and they went forth and preached the Gospel of the kingdom. ‘The 
same truth which they preached is committed to us ;—the same Spirit which 
descended on them, and crowned their labors, is promised. Fervent prayer 
will lead to corresponding effort ;—united prayer will lead to united effort. 
Among those who embrace the same fundamental truths which humble the 
sinner, exalt the Savior, and promote holiness, there exists a diversity in 
smaller points which properly leads to distinct organization. Here harmony 
is best promoted, and strength gained, by each cherishing a sacred regard 
to the rights and interests of others, and rejoicing in their prosperity. It is 
remarked by Montgomery, that the efforts of distinct denominations in pro- 
moting the cause of religion, are like the light of the sun reflected in the 
rainbow, a token of peace and salvation to a lost world, while their com- 
mon exertions are like the rays blended in light. While faithful in im- 
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proving their particular spheres, there is a common cause in which all the 
servants of Christ should join:—the cause of truth and righ eB, 
against error and sin. When tempted by the pride of opinion, in matters 
comparatively unimportant, or by the clashing of selfish interests, let us, 
found laboring with the host of Israel, say, “I cannot come down, I am 
doing a great work.” , 

4. This duty requires the use of all proper means for suitably training 
laborers for the missionary field. A suggestion has been advanced, as to 
the expediency of instituting a seminary or a distinct department especially 
designed for this object. It is worthy of serious consideration. It is believed, 
that such a seminary would not only furnish greater advantages to its members, 
but that it would more directly, and distinctly bring the cause of foreign mis-' 
sions before the Christian public, and inspire a deeper interest in its favor. 
In our favored churches, where the Spirit’s influence is enjoyed, let the sub- 
ject of foreign missions be presented in just prominence. In our theologi- 
cal seminaries, let a careful inquiry and deep interest be cultivated and 
cherished among their members, who shall soon go forth to preside if the 
churches of our own land, to give a tone to their sentiments and feelings, 
or else to enter themselves upon the glorious work. 

5. This duty requires that all the churches of Christ should systema- 
tically and efficiently aid in the promotion of the cause of missions. It 
cannot be necessary’to argue the duty of professed Christians to give their 
prayers, their property, and labors to this cause. The Christian judgment 
needs not be convinced, but the Christian conscience needs to be awaked, 
and the heart affected. Christians should learn to give, not from the im- 
pulse of momentary excitement, but from the deliberate conviction of duty, 
in the discharge of which the heart seeks its highest joy.—Systematically, 
I say, because it is to be regretted, that so many churches so readily relax 
their efforts, until some new impulse be given, which again soon spends 
itself. ‘These are like the mountain streams, fed by sudden showers, which 
soon pass away. The efforts and contributions made by the enli 
judgment and disciplined heart, are like the majestic river, fed by living 
springs ; which heeds not the drought of summer, but passes on, widening 
and deepening, It is the genuine spirit of religion, to prize and promote 
foreign Missions; and every proper effort to promote them advances re- 
ligion at home. It is here true, as in other things,—* There is that 
tereth, and yet increaseth.” “He that watereth shall be water imself.”. 
And, on the other hand,——“ There is that withholdeth more than’ is meet, 
and it tendeth to poverty.” Where the churches are blessed with the Spirit's 
influence, cherishing the graces of the pious, and converting sinners to 
Christ, there will be found free will offerings brought liberally, cheerfully, 
and continually, in behalf of this cause.—Look, on the other hand, to the 
churches indifferent to this cause, and neglectful of duty : there mildew and 
blasting spread, and spiritual barrenness reigns. When the churches of 
Christ shall harmoniously exert ‘heir energies, what, under the Divine bless- 
ing, may not be accomplished ? ” 

We have reason to acknowledge, at this returning anniversary, the con- 
tinued favor of Providence toward this board of foreign missions. ‘Twenty 
years have elapsed since its organization. The circumstance of a few 
pious youths devoting themselves to missions among the heathen, led to its” 
formation. It has exerted a most salutary influence on the internal state of 
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our churehes ; and its continued prosperity stands identified with the glory ( 
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more,indebted to the Gospel than all others, it is ours; and shall we not 
testify our gratitude by contributing to extend its blessings to other nations ? 
Every thing in our history and circumstances, reminds us of the invaluable 
privileges and mercies handed down by our ancestors, the puritan pilgrims 
and others, and the responsibility resting upon us, One theme of regret, 
. however, presents itself, in the very considerable deficiency in the revenue 
of this year, compared with that of last year, while new missionary fields 
are opening. ‘The march of Christian charity and munificence should be 
ever onward. Let every pastor present the claims of this cause promi- 
nently before the people, and feel that its prosperity is identified with the 
success of his labors at home. Let information be generally extended, and 
every means to excite interest and combine effort be employed. While in 
opposing the march of truth, various errors and conflicting interests combine, 
let the church of God arise in her strength, and in unbroken columns march 
onward under the banners of the great Captain, from victory to victory. 
While the enemy opposes and rages, we remember, “ More are they that 
are for us, than they that are against us.” God’s truth is great, and must 


finally triumph. 
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THE LIVING EPISTLE. 


2 Con. iii. 2. Ye are our epistle, written in our hearts, known and read 
of all men. 


In writing this letter to the Corinthians, one object the apostle had in 
view was the vindication of his own authority as an apostle. The false 
professors, who had crept into that church, and caused so much evil, had 
been rebuked so severely in the former epistle, that they had now no re- 
fuge ‘but denying his authority. This question, therefore, became the 
turning point in the debate with the false teachers. As one voucher of 
his authority, Paul appeals to the effect of his preaching on the Corinthians 
themselves: Ye are our epistle. < 

In the preceding verse he asks, “ Need we, as some others, epistles of 
commendation to you, or letters of commendation from you?” By this 
form of expression he declares emphatically, and appeals to themselves, 
that he did not need, any testimonials to his character as an apostle, either 
when.he came among them, or when he went from them to other churches. 

The reason why he did not is also given. “Ye are our epistle, written 
in our hearts, known and read of all men.” When he came among 
them, their mutual affection and confidence was a testimonial which could 
be felt in their hearts, When he went to other places he could point to 
the Corinthian church as a monument of the divine efficacy of his doctrine. 

The way. these Christians became thus a proof of the divinity of the 
Gospel is stated in verse 3: “ Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to 
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be the epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink, but, withthe 
Spirit of the living God.” Their lives were such as no instructions could 
have made them, if Christ had not added the influences of his Spirit, And 
this he would not do to confirm the doctrines of an impostor. In this way, 


* They let their works and virtues shine, 
To prove the doctrine all divine.” 


And this kind of commendation affected the minds of observers ina 
different manner from common testimonials. It was written “ not in tables 
of stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart.” ‘The example of a pious life 
would commend religion to the affections, and make an impression on the 
mind in favor of the reality and desirableness of experimental piety. 

It hath indeed “ pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save 
them that believe.” Preaching the Gospel is the main instrument of salva- 
tion, But notwithstanding this, the concurring weight of a Christian ex- 
ample is necessary to the proper effect of a preached Gospel. It is not 
merely needful that Christians should avoid counteracting the influence of 
the Gospel by unholy lives: they must help it forward by a living exem- 
plification of its appropriate efficacy. il") 

A CurisTIAN LIFE Is A LIVING EPISTLE. The importance of. this living 
epistle to the advancement of religion, is the subject of discourse, 

I. The necessity of the living epistle appears from the nature of language. 
Preaching is an attempt to produce an impression by means of language ; 
and words have their influence according as they are understood, i, e. by 
their received meaning. Words have no inherent meaning. They mean 
precisely what those who use them agree to mean. When a community, 
or set of people agree to use a particular word to express a given idea, that 
establishes the meaning of the word among them: and whoever uses their 
language, makes an impression on their minds-just according to the received 
meaning of the word. ‘Thus when we hear a person of a particular class 
speak in the terms of his own dialect, it makes an impression on our minds.cor- 
responding with what we know they have agreed to understand by thoseterms, 

Religion has its peculiar dialect—it speaks in a language of ita, own: 
Religious people speak of a change of heart, of being born again, and. of, 
being reconciled to God; of pardon and peace ; of finding peace of;¢om, 
science through the blood of Jesus Christ; of having the spixit of adopken,, 
enjoying the presence of God and the light of his countenanee; of belding: 
communion with God, and having the witness of his Spirit ; of living ‘taithe 
glory of God, and seeking first the kingdom of God and his righteousneas¢: 
of having the terror of death taken away, and of triumphing over the grave ; 
of receiving the earnest of the Spirit, and a foretaste of the joys to come. 
Now what are people to understand, by all this phraseology? Acegpding 
to the principles laid down for understanding language, people will under- 
stand by it just what those who use this dialect agree to understand by it. 
It is to be expected that those who hear it will be impressed by’ it, just 
according to the common consent of those whose language it'is,” The 
great body of mankind will not receive any further ideas from it, than. the 
lives of Christians exhibit. 

These things are indeed spoken of in the Bible as being literal realities; and 
the descriptions given of them are very bright and magnificent; and preachers 
often attempt to paint them with something of the colors of reality and glory 
which they bear in the Scriptures. But no great impression is made, any 
further than these things are exhibited in the lives of Christians. Written 
descriptions have no force without the living epistle. If this is withhebd, og. 
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imadequately set forth, the hearers or readers understand all this high- 
wrought language as the way in which Christians agree to talk about the 
languid feelings they exhibit. Christians are then supposed to have an 
understanding among themselves to use these lofty expressions, not in their 
literal and obvious meaning, but as rhetorical dress, to set off such feelings 
and principles as they possess. It thus passes as a sort of current phrase- 
ology, which Christians have got up, to make a show, as if their religion was 
something more than it is. ‘The peace, the hopes, the love, the joys, and 
so also the penitential regrets, the trials and inward conflicts, of which the 
Bible makes so much, are received by the world at large just as the body 
of professing Christians exhibit them. And therefore it is indispensable to 
the proper understanding of revealed truth, that Christian example should 
be so high and holy as to make it evident that the high-wrought phrase- 
ology of religion is designed, not as a rhetorical flourish to hide the leanness 
of Christian experience, but as simple and literal narrative, expressing only 
the reality of what Christians themselves actually see, and feel, and exhi- 
bit. Thus will they be “ manifestly declared to be the epistle of Jesus 
Christ, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God.” 

The importance of example to the success of the preached word, may 
be illustrated in another way.—Words are of no force excepting as they are 
significant of things. And we cannot take the force of words unless we 
know the things which they signify. ‘Thus we can have no distinct con- 
ception of the modes of spiritual existence. So a discussion upon colors, 
their shades, and beauty, and harmony, would convey nothing definite to 
the mind of a man born blind. Just so it is in the case of religion. An 
irreligious person has never experienced in himself the things which the 
language of religion describes; of course he cannot be expected to have 
any very just ideas attached to the language of religion, unless he derives 
them from what he sees in others. ‘The great portion of mankind undoubt- 
edly get their actual ideas of religion in this very way. ‘They may read 
differently in the Bible ; they may speculate differently ; they may plainly 
understand that the language of Scripture, in its natural import, means 
more than they can see in the professors around them; but the lively im- 
pressions, such as affect their minds, are precisely the impressions which 
are produced by the lives of professors. ‘They can understand the living 
epistie. And all the art and cloquence of man do not convey any thing 
more-to careless minds, than they see in Christians. The most powerful 
exhibitions of divine truth always pass with common hearers just according 
to the impression produced by the lives of professing Christians.* 

Il. A second reason for the importance of the living epistle to the suc- 
cess of the Gospel, is found in the nature of religion itself. 

True religiom consists in holy affections. Its essential ingredients are, 


* At an evening lecture, in which the author discoursed on the importance of the 
“ living epistle,” there was present a pious elder in the church, who five days afterward 
was summoned to meet his Savior. As the assembly was retiring, he took the preacher 
by the hand, and said, “ I am very sensible of the truth which you have been inculcating. 
I know it is by the ag omy that we get our lively impressions of religion, its real. 
ity and its importance. hen I was a boy, ten or twelve years old, I was once passing 
through the woods, and saw an old man, whom I knew, riding along on his horse, en- 
gaged in prayer. He did not see me, and I knew he could not suppose any mortal eye 
was upon him. I felt that he, at least, was not praying to be seen of men, but was 
holding communion with the unseen God. And it made an impression on my mind. of 
the reality of experimental religion, which petiing could ever eflace. It followed me 
continually, and more than thirty years afterward, I hope, brought me to Christ.” 


What must have been the feelings of this praying man on meeting in heaven, as 9 
fruit of that prayer in the woods, the glorified spirit of Perer Hawes? 
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the hatred of sin, and the ee 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. And of all these feelings: 
human race are by nature wholly destitute. In order to bring men to an 
experimental acquaintance with religion, they must have these feelings. 
It is not sufficient that they be alarmed with a view of their danger, and 
humbled under a sense of their wickedness: they must be subdued and 
melted into love; they must be affected with a tender sense of the good- 
ness of God; they must realize the beauty of holiness, so as to love it for 
its own sake. In order to this, it is necessary that religion should be pre- 
sented to them in a winning way, such as will commend it to their hearts ; 
and this no written language can do in an adequate manner. Nothing but 
the living epistle can make religion appear desirable for its own sake. 
Under other influences men may wish to have religion. They may desire 
it as a refuge from the compunctions of conscience and the apprehensions 
of coming wrath. But they can hardly be expected to be smitten with the 
love of holiness, or to desire religion for its own sake, until they see its 
divine lineaments drawn out and exhibited in the living epistle. Then the 
beauty of holiness is written, not upon tables of stone, but on the fleshly 
tables of the heart ; not only to be seen, but to be felt :—and the eloquence 
of a holy life is never wasted ; it arrests the attention, and carries conviction 
to the heart, of the reality and value of religion; it makes an impression on 
the mind which neither sophistry nor sin can obliterate. 

If. The influence of the living epistle removes many difficulties which 
prevent men from embracing religion. 

The grand object of Christianity is to convert men to God. The direct aim 
of all evangelical efforts is to influence men to change their object and course 
of life. And it is to convert them, not by appeals to their interest, or by 
arousing and employing some one of the passions, but by entirely chang- 
ing their hearts. It is to bring them to enter upon a life of self-denial. 
Of course we may expect to wake up to wrathful opposition all the pas- 
sions and appetites which religion proposes to restrain. 

It is to make men new creatures. Of course it shocks all their pre- 
judices in favor of their present course of action and enjoyment. And 
without any worldly consideration whatever, it aims to lead them humbly 
to Christ. This goes directly in the face of that inherent pride of independ- 
ence, which spurns at the idea of being led. And the design must be plainly 
avowed. Men may gain influence over their neighbors, for other purposes, 
and mould and lead them to their will, unsuspected, and without this shock 
upon their pride. How often are men led, and never know it? But the 
friend of religion can never gain converts by a concealed influence. No- 
body can expect to convert his neighbors and lead them to religion, with- 
out their knowing it. ‘The laborer in the Gospel must proclaim distinetly, 
that Christians alone are right, and all the rest of the world wrong. 

He has, moreover, nothing to offer, but a salvation consisting in the 
first instance only of free pardon to an humbled rebel. He must enforée 
acceptance also, by the evangelical alternative: “ He that believeth shall 
be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned.” He says, in plain 
terms, “ My object is to bring you all to follow me, as I follow Christ. 
It is to make you ashamed and sorry for those courses which you are 
now so well pleased in pursuing ; to make you feel, and confess too, that 
you are all in the wrong.” 

In the shock of this encounter with passion, and pride, and sin, the ad- 
vocate of religion finds all his arguments and persuasions rebutted. The 
inward reluctance of the heart to yield and confess, is only ¢onfirmed by 
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all the efforts of eloquence. Nothing carries a sway to the mind but the 
itifluence of the living epistle. The mind by all these prejudices is barred 
and fortified against the Gospel. There can be no hope of success till this 
prejudice is removed. And nothing will open the door like the mild in- 
fluence of a life of simplicity and godly sincerity; such as shall make 
Christians manifest, not only to God, but to the consciences of men. 

This grand difficulty has a peculiar bearing in the case of Gospel minis- 
ters. ‘The tide of prejudice sets strongest against their efforts. The ery 
of “ priesteraft” has been raised so loud, and sounded so long, by infidels 
and wicked men, and the misconduct of a corrupt priesthood in days of dark- 
ness has given so much color to the reproach, in the view of superficial 
minds, that timid men dare not open their hearts to the full and proper im- 
fluence of religious truth, for fear of being made the victims of priestcraft. 
They shut their eyes and close their ears against the most solemn declara- 
tions of God in the Bible, for fear of the reproach of being led or frightened 
by the clergy. Nothing can overcome this difficulty, but the living epistle. 
The best reply which ministers can make to the calumny about priestcraft 
is a life of usefulness. Let the minister himself exemplify his preaching, 
and show in men’s eyes the holy, self-denying nature of his religion. Let 
him labor, “ in season, out of season,” till the most faithless acknow- 
ledge his sincerity. Let him show his hearers, till they cannot help see- 
ing it, that he would “gladly spend and be spent for them; though the 
more abundantly he loves them, the less he is loved.” And then let him 
be fully sustained by the concurring example and influence of the church. 
Let them support and stand by him, as their servant for Christ’s sake, who 
is doing work for them. et it be evident that the church and the minister 
have no other than a common interest and a common end, and that end a 
benevolent one—the salvation of souls. Let it be so that he can boldly 
appeal to his brethren, and say, “ Ye are my epistle, written in my heart ;” 
and can point the world to them and say, “ These are my letters of com- 
mendation, known and read of all men.” In such a state of things, truth 
will make its way to men’s hearts like a two-edged sword. 

IV. The value of the living epistle, in promoting the cause of religion, 
is abundantly confirmed by facts. 

How important an auxiliary it was to the ministry of the apostles. 
They could appeal to their own lives, and say to the people, “ Ye are wit- 
nesses how holily and unblamably we had our conversation among you.” 
They could point to many living proofs of the efficacy of their doctrine, 
as the “seal of their apostleship in the Lord.” Under their ministry the 
* word of the Lord had free course, and was glorified,” for it was helped, 
and confirmed, and magnified by the living epistle. 

Why was the blood of the martyrs the seed of the church? It was because, 
that when “they counted not their lives dear unto them,” the surrounding 
‘world read the evidences of true religion m the pages of the living epistle. 

In modern times nothing awakens the sensual Hindoo, or opens the 
mind-of the ignorant savage, or the stupid Greenlander, to the benign in- 
fluences of the Gospel, like the evidence which he sees of sincerity and 
benevolence in the devoted missionary. 

A striking stance of this is found in the case of Christian Henry Rauch, 
a Moravian, who commenced a mission among the Indians near the Hud- 
son river, almost a hundred years ago. When he first spoke to them ‘on 
the subject of religion, they laughed him to scorn. But he visited them in 
their huts, and labored among them from village to village in a state of 
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and want. Soon the Indians began to feel interested in him; 
and two of the ‘most abandoned of the tribe would weep, when he told 
them the sufferings of the Redeemer. 

But as soon as he began to produce some Kittle effect, the wicked white 
people in the vicinity, seeing that their eraft would be in danger if ‘the 
Indians should become religious, raised a report that his object was to carry 
off the young Indians beyond the sea for slaves. ‘The ignorant savages, 
jealous and timid, as very ignorant people are apt to be when any improve- 
ment is proposed, believed the story, and threatened to shoot the missionary 
if he did not goaway. Even T'schoop, one of those who had manifested a 
concern for his soul, threatened to kill him. 

But, not dismayed by all these difficulties, he pursued his work, and at 
length the Indians began to relent in their opposition, and to admire his 
courage, patience, and kindness. He used to spend his time among them, 
as if nothing was amiss; and even lay down to sleep in the midst of them, 
with the utmost composure. This made a deep impression upon the mind 
of ‘T'schvop, who had so often sought an opportunity to kill him, One day, 
as the missionary lay asleep in Tschoop’s tent, the savage thought thus 
within himself—* This cannot be a bad man; heis not afraid. He puts 
his life inthe hands of a drunken mad Indian, and lies down to sleep in my 
hut. I could kill him, and throw him into the wood, and nobody know or 
care what become of him. But he is not afraid. He cannot be a bad 
man.” He thus read the living epistle, and it unbarred his mind, and opened 
his heart to the truth. He soon renounced his pride and his drunkenness, 
and fled to the blood of Christ for salvation. 

The same remark holds true, in places where the church has long been 
planted. If the Gospel is preached with any tolerable degree of clearness 
and fidelity, sinners bow to Jesus, whenever the living epistle appears so 
lively, as to be “known and read of all men.” ‘Take away the dimness of 
its pages, so that there can be no remaining uncertainty about the reality of 
religion in the church, and those out of the church will awake to the im- 
portance of salvation. Facts crowd upon the mind of every one who is 
acquainted with the history of revivals. ‘There is probably not an instance 
of any considerable work of grace, while the body of the church are 
asleep, or in a state of conformity to the world. Nor an instance in which 
a church, however small, have continued for any considerable time to hold 
up to men’s view the testimony of the living epistle, without effect. 

1. The subject shows the grand obstacle to the progress of religion, 
where the Gospel is preached. It is the indistinctness of the living epistle. 
It is because ministers and other Christians do not live better. Ido not speak 
of places cursed with the labors of those who preach another gospel, 
or of places where no voice sounds among the dead to call them to spiritual 
life in Christ Jesus. I mean those places where there is held forth some- 
thing of the real Gospel, of salvation in Christ Jesus, and in no other; and 
where yet religion does not seem to prosper. The word of God is there. 
But it is not quick and powerful. The sword of the Spirit is there. But 
it is not mighty, through God, to the pulling down of strong holds. “The 
reason is, it is not seconded and enforced by the influence of the living epistle. 

There may be a great deficiency of knowledge, or of skill, in the 
preacher. We who are called to the work of the ministry, det under a 
fearful responsibility for the manner in which we preach the Gospel. No 
doubt our deficiencies in clearness, skill, and earnestness, form a great ob- 
struction to the success of our labors. ut that is not the grand difficulty. 
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God put this treasure in earthen vessels on purpose that the excellence of 
the power might be of God, and not of man, He knew ministers would be 
imperfect, and has provided accordingly. ‘The grand difficulty is, a defect 
in the living testimony. For under the labors of those whom we per- 
haps call poor preachers, religion is still seen to flourish whenever it is 
seconded by the living epistle. A preacher may be professedly a Roman 
Catholic, and yet if he preaches salvation by Jesus Christ, and lives accord- 
ingly, his labors will not be in vain. This was remarkably the case under 
the preaching of Xavier, Fenelon, and others of like spirit. It has also 
been exemplified in Germany, within these few years. A man may urge 
the doctrines of human dependence to the very borders of Antinomianism. 
Or he may carry his views of human freedom almost to the extreme of 
Pelagianism. He may be a person of weak mind, or of a dull tem- 
perament. And yet if he lives in the spirit of the Gospel, and has a church 
who exhibit evident proofs of Christ dwelling in them, vital geligion uni- 
formly prospers. On the other hand, you may have what an enlightened 
judgment would call the best of preaching, and yet if it is contradicted by 
the living epistle, it will be almost powerless. Unaccompanied by the 
living epistle, the boldness of Peter, the earnestness of the sons of thunder, 
the reasoning of Paul, and the eloquence of Apollos, are insufficient to give 
the Gospel its proper influence. Poor preaching is bad enough in its 
influence, but poor living is much worse. 

2. The subject shows the vast responsibility which rests upon professing 
Christians, for the lives they lead before the world. They are God’s wit- 
nesses. And the bulk of mankind take the Gospel just as it is set out 
before them in the lives of Christians. They are the lights of the world. 
God hag scattered them through the wilderness. And if the light that is in 
them be darkness, how great is that darkness? How great his guilt, who 
bears false witness for God, by misrepresenting Christianity in his life. 

Religion never can make extensive progress until it is clearly exemplified. 
Mankind keep aloof from it. Sinners are afraid religion will hurt them. 
They are afraid to know and to confess their sins, and to take shame and 
blame to themselves for all they have done. ‘They are afraid to admit their 
lost condition by nature, and to trust wholly in Jesus Christ for salvation ; 
lest he should prove insufficient. ‘They are afraid to take up the cross of 
a religious life, and adopt a high standard of Christian action; throwing 
themselves entirely upon Divine grace for support. They are afraid to 
become entirely reconciled to all the ways of God, so as to leave themselves 
in his hand, as the clay is in the hand of the potter. ‘They are afraid of 
religion. And therefore it is necessary that Christians should exemplify it, 
by doing visibly the very things which sinners are called upon to do, in 
order to show by facts that religion will not hurt them. 

Brethren, we must be more holy. We must live down the suspicions 
of jealousy. We must live down the reproaches of calumny. We 
must live down the ¢avils of infidelity. We must live down the indif- 
ference of stupidity. ‘Talking, and preaching, and wondering never will 
do it. We must “ study by well-doing, to put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men.” If we wish to sce religion making progress, we must live 
a life of religion, and it will not fail to prosper. For God has said, “ Then 
shall the heathen know that I am the Lord, when I shall be sanctified in 


you before their cyes ” 





